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Press Release 

Re-launching the German-Arab Mentoring Program  
“Ouissal”  

WoMenPower Congress, Hanover Messe, April 28 2017 
 

HAMBURG: Living up to its Arabic name, Ouissal is all about connections. The award-winning 

German-Arab mentoring program links female entrepreneurs from Germany, Morocco and 

Tunisia with the aim of bringing them together to develop business strategies in an intercultural 

setting. Initiated by the Euro-Mediterranean-Arab Association (EMA e.V.), Ouissal is now 

entering a new round with its re-launch at WoMenPower2017, Germany’s largest career fair for 

women, where a short film and an introductory talk will give the audience a closer look at the 

program. Until July 2nd 2017, interested female entrepreneurs can apply as mentors or mentees at 

www.ouissal.org. 

Launching one’s own business start-up is not an easy task. The early years of entrepreneurship 

are often laden with obstacles and challenges, which is where Ouissal steps in. It is aimed at all 

female entrepreneurs, regardless of the industry they operate in or type of business they run – 

start-up or family business, and whether they are located in rural or urban areas. 

Through Ouissal, 40 young female entrepreneurs benefit from a year-long program where an 

experienced mentor and a mentee work in tandem to exchange experiences and develop joint 

action strategies in an international context. The year begins with workshops in Morocco and 

Tunisia and continues through virtual mentoring where participants can benefit from one-on-one 

exchanges as well as webinars. 

 

http://www.ouissal.org/
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The program concludes with a major event, the German-Arab Women’s Forum, which takes 

place in Berlin in the presence of high-ranking public figures from Germany and the Arab world. 

“Young female entrepreneurs are weaving the socioeconomic future of North Africa. Ouissal 

gives them visibility and helps them become role models in their fields,” Clara Gruitrooy, EMA 

Managing Director, says. In addition to 30 partner chambers and women’s associations, the 

program includes an alumnae group of former Ouissal participants that takes part in the German-

Arab Women’s Network. This unique network of leading women from Germany and the Arab 

world, which has existed for some years now, offers an outstanding platform for knowledge 

exchange and intercultural dialogue. 

 

EMA e.V. is committed to economic 

development cooperation with the MENA 

region, placing special emphasis on 

sustainability and female empowerment. “It is 

more important than ever to encourage young 

women to create career prospects and shape 

their societies in their home countries,” EMA 

President and Former Federal President of 

Germany, Christian Wulff, says. 

 

Participation in the program is free of charge thanks to the financial support of the German 

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 

Link to Ouissal’s website: www.ouissal.org 
Click here for the short film. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

Clara Gruitrooy, Managing Director 

Euro-Mediterranean-Arab Association 
(EMA e.V.) 

c.gruitrooy@ema-germany.org 

Tel: +49(0)40-609455-430 

Fax: +49(0)40-609455-439 

 

 

Association 

EMA e.V. – Euro-Mediterranean-Arab 
Association 

Deichstr. 19, 20459 Hamburg, Germany 

Tel.: +49 (0) 40 - 609 455 4-30 

Fax: +49 (0) 40 - 609 455 4-39 

E-Mail: kontakt@ema-germany.org  
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